AMARCHITRA KATHA 


Mahabforafa-41 
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n 
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AFTER CONSECRATING THE GRAND5IRE 
BHEESHMA’S BODY TO THE FIRE WITH PUE 
CEREMONY, PHR1TARASHTRA AMP 
YUPH1SHTHIRA PROCEEDED TO THE BANKS 
OF THE HOLY GANGA. WHILE OFFERING 
OBLATIONS, YUDHJSHTHIRA WAS ONCE 
AGAIN FILLED WITH REMORSE. 



"SHATTERED BV GRIEF AND HIS EVES 
MOIST, HE STAGGERED OUT OF THE WATER 
WHILE 8HEEMA STEADIED HIM. 


"SEEING HIM SO DESPONDENT, THE OTHER PANDAVA 
BROTHERS TOO FELT HELPLESS AND FORLORN. 
ADDRESSING VUPH/SHTH/RA,DHRtTARASHTRA SAID- 



LOOK AT GANPHARI flNP 
ME. WE HAVE LOST ALL OUR 
HUNDRED SONS- SURELY 
WE HAVE REASON TO BE 
SAD -1 SEE NO CAUSE 
FOR HOUR. GRIEF. 


"WHEN HUDHlSHTHlRA p>D NOT REPLV, KRISHNA SAtD- 


YOU HAVE LEARNT 
' SO MUCH FROM 8HEESHMA 
AND OTHER WISE MEN. 
ACCORDING TO THEIR COUN- 
SEL.YOU MUST NOW PREPARE 
. YOURSELF TO RULE YOUR 
KINGDOM. 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 




"SAGE WASH PONDERED FOR f) WHILE FIND 

S/HD — [7^- 

THERE IS A * 

/ WAV OUT. FAR AWAY^H^H 
/ UNDER THE SLOPES OF \ 

I THE HIMALAYAS LIES VHE 

\ BURIED THE IMMENSE \\\ 

V WEALTH OF KING MARUTTA.^H 

\ YOU MUST GO AND FETCH 

n. 


/UUHISH THlR/i FELT PUZZLED 


BUT I VO NOT UNDERSTAND. 
HOW DIP MARUTTA ACCUMULATE 
SO MUCH WEALTH ? HOW CAN 
WE GET IT NOW ? 


I WILL 
TELL YOU 
THE STORY 


' IT IS I WHO WAS ^ 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATHS 
OF 8HEESHMA, PRONA ANP 
KARNA. DO TELL ME HOW 
I MAY ABSOLVE MYSELF OF 
V THIS SIN ,0 KRISHNA! A 


SHOE WASH THEN INTERVENED - 


YOUR MIND IS STILL NOT 
AT REST, DESPITE THE LONG 
HOURS OF PISCUSSIONS YOU HAVE 
HAD. IS ALL OUR ADVICE IN VAIN? 
WHY DO YOU AGAIN AND AGAIN 
SINK INTO GLOOM ? 






" HUDHISH THIRA SAID — 


HOWEVER, IF 
YOU ARE STILL 
GNAWED BY FEELINGS 
OF GUILT ABOUT THE 
WAR, I WILL 5U6GEST 
A WAV TO PURIFY 
YOURSELF. PERFORM 
VAJNAS LIKE THE 
RAdASOOYA AND 
THE ASHWAMEDHA. 




WUDHISHIHIRA SAID 


y' NO DOUBT,THE XT' 

ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA WILL ' 
SERVE TO PURIFY THIS ENTIRE 
EARTH. BUT I HAVE NO RESOURCES 
LEFT AT ALL. HOW CAN I UNDER¬ 
TAKE THE YAJNA NOW ? > 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



; “KING MARCH 7ft OFFERED PRATERS 70 LORO 
SHIVA AND OBTAINED FROM THE GOO IMMENSE 
WEALTH AS A BOON . 



* KING MARUT7A THEN PREPARED FOR THE SACRI¬ 
FICE . CRAFTSMEN WERE APPOINTED TO MAKE GOLD 
VESSELS AND POTS FOR THE CEREMON 1 /, AND A 
SACRIFICIAL HALL WAS BUILT IN THE HIMALAYAS. 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


AFTER THE SACRIFICE WAS OVERLING 
MARUTTA /HADE GENEROUS GIFTS OF 
GOLD TO ALL THE BRAHMANAS SO 
GREAT WAS HIS WEALTH THAT THERE 
STILL REMAINED ENOUGH TO FILL A BIG 
STOREHOUSE . LEADING IT BURIED IN THE 
HIMALAYAS, KING MARUTTA RETURNED 




" HUPHISHTHIRA‘3 GLOOM mS DISPELLED BH 7H!S STORY 
BNP HIS CHEEP WHS RESTORED- WRING BDVHNTHGE OF HIS 
Receptive mood, kfhshn/) ship - 

ONE WAR IS NOW OVER. WHAT REMAINS 
IS HOUR FIGHT WITH HOUR OWN SELF 
AND conquest of HOUR OWN miNp. 

ONCE HOU PO THAT. HOU WILL BE 
AT PEACE. 



HOU MUST 
NOW PREPARE 
YOURSELF FOR 
THE PERFORMANCE 
OF SACRIFICES 
LIKE THE 
ASHWAMEPHA. 




!! 'iUOHISHlHIRR mo His retinue return¬ 
ed TO tiftSTtNBPURfl WITH DHRiTHRfiSHTRf) 
LEAPING THE Wm. |- 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 


"ARJUNA ANP KRISHNA REVELLED IN THE PEACE¬ 
FUL SURROUNDINGS- TOGETHER. THEY ROAMED 
THROUGH GARPEN ANP GLADE, MOUNTAINS ANP 
valleys .Regaling each other with tales of 
OLD■ AFTER SPENDING MANY HAPPY DAYS IN EACH 
OTHER'S COMPANY, KRISHNA SAID — 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




V OUR RESOURCES N 

7 ARE DEPLETED. WE MUST 
GO AND FINP THE WEALTH 
LEFT BY KING MARUTTA, 
ABOUT WHICH SAGE VVASA 

TOLD US. WHAT PP v OU 

V SAV. BHEEMA ? > 


you TOO HAVE HEARD 
THE WISE COUNSEL 
GIVEN BV LORD 
KRISHNA AND SAGE 
V vyASA. 


“AFTER HIPPING HUNT,I, V/PURA ANP OTHERS FAREWELL 
KRISHNA ANPSUBHAPRA LEFT HASVNAPURA. 


"MEANWHILE ABHIMANRU'S YOUNG WIFE 
WAS STILL GRIEVING OVER HER HUSBAND'S 
PERTH. DIVINING HER STATE OFMIND,SAGE 
VVASA PAID HER A VISIT TO CONSOLE HER. 

PD NOT 

GRIEVE SO.VOUR 
SON IS DESTINED 
TO BE A GREAT ANP 
BRILLIANT KING. 


“GOING TO YUPHISHTHIRA, SAGE VYASA SAID — 

m 


"RECALLING HIS EARLIER ADVICE, YUPH/SHTH/RA 
PLANNED TO GO TO THE HIMALAYAS, CALLING 
HIS BROTHERS TOGETHER, HE SAID — 


"YUPHISHTHIRA SAID — 


INPEEP HE 
MUST GO AND SEE 
HIS FATHER. YOU 
WAV LEAVE FOR 
DWARAKA TODAY, 
KRISHNA,IF YOU 
WISH.BUT DO NOT 
FORGET US WHEN 
YOU ARE THERE. 
YOU MUST ALSO 
RETURN HERE FOR 
THE ASHWAMEDHA 
VAdNA. 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 



" WHEN ARJUNA, NAKULA AND SAHAPEVA TOO SUPPORT¬ 
ED YUDHISHTHIRA'S DECISION, HR SAID — j- 



*• LEAVING YUYUTSU TO LOOK AFTER PHR/TARASHTRA, 
GANPHARI AND KUNTt, THE PANDA VAS STARTED ON 
THEIR JOURNEY TO THE HIMALAYAS. 



“CROSSING NUMEROUS RIVERS AND 
LAKES, FORESTS AND VALLEYS, THE 
PANPAVAS FINALLY REACHED THEIR 
DESTINATION. 


“ THEY SET UP CAMP IN A SUITABLE ~SPOT. YUDHISHTH/RA 1 

ASKED THE ROYAL PRIESTS — og^ i nj| 




WHICH PAY IS 
SUITABLE TO BEGIN 
OUR WORK? 


J U 




TODAY IS A GOOD 
DAY TO BEGIN ANY 
IMPORTANT WORK. WE 
MUST ALL FAST TON IS NT 
IN PREPARATION FOR 
TOMORROW’S TASK. 


































































































































AMARCHITRA KATHA 




“DELIGHTED AT THE PROSPECT OF START¬ 
ING THEIR WORK SOON > THE PAN DAVES 
PASTED THAT NIGHT AND SLEPT PEACE¬ 
FULLY ON STRAW* 


“NEXT DAY AT DAWN,THE PRIESTS SAID TO 
YUDH/SHTHlRA — 


NOW YOU MUST 
PRAV TO SHIVA 
BEFORE STARTING 
YOUR WORK- 


" W THEY PROCEEDED TO THE SPOT WHERE THE 
TREASURE WAS BURIED* UNDER. THE PANPAVAS* 
SUPERVISION, THEIR ARA7Y BEGAN TO PIG. 


“WITH APPROPRIATE RUES AND 
RITUALS, YUDHISHTHIRA OFFERED 

T -- 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



“PHRtTARASHTRA AND VIDURi 9 MADE ARRANGEMENTS 
TO WELCOME THEM. i—- 


'‘MEANWHILE, LORD KRISHNA AND HID 
KINSMEN MAO ARRIVED AT HASTlNAPURft 
FOR THE A5HWAMEDHA 9AON A . BBj|| 


“DURING THEIR ST AT THERE, ABHIMANTU’S 
WIFE UTTARA GAVE BIRTH TO A SON. WHEN 
THE SHOUTS OF JOT FROM THE PALACE 
SUPPENLT TURNED 70 A DISQUIETING 
SILENCE , KRISHNA RUSHED TO THE INNER 
CHAMBERS, f—--- ,, » ■ - a 


HE SAW KUN7I RUSHING OUT. 


' O KRISHNA, TOO ARE OUft 
ONLH HOPE NOW. (JTTARA'S SON 
IS STU-L-BQRN * BRING HIM 
ALIVE. REMEMBER VOUR VOW 
V. TO REVIVE HIM ? 


“WHEN KRISHNA REACHED THE INNER 
CHAMBERS, HE SAW SUBHAPRA, 
DRAuPAPt AND OTHER WOMEN IN TEARS. 


PRAUPAPt RUSHED TO UTTARA AND SAID 


HERE HE COMES. 
LORD KRISHNA 
HIMSELF. 


* ACK MAHABHARATA NO. 582 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 


^ HER VOICE CHOKING WITH TEARS, UTTAR A 
EH ID TO KRISHNA —- | 

I BESEECH WU t 
o lord, revive my 

SON. IT SEEN 15 THAT THE 
BRAHmASTRA 
ASHWATTHAMA HAS 
HAP ITS EVIL 
EFFECT. 




“NULUFWNG THE EVIL INFLUENCE OF 
THE BRRHMA S TRA , HE SAID — 


'*NO SOONER HAD KRISHNA MfiPE THIS DECLARATION, 
THAN THE NEW-BORN INFANT BEGAN TO STIR WITH 



MAHABHARATA 


PAR EEKSH/T = PE5TRUC7fQN 



































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



“VAtSHAMPAHANA PAUSED AWHILE ASHE 
NARRATED THE S70RH TO JANAMEdAHA ■ 


"KRISHNA RUSHED TO GREET THE PANDAVAS AT THE 
CITV GATES- THE STREETS WERE GA/IV DECORATED 
WITH FLOWERS AND FESTOONS TO WELCOME THE 
APPROACHING PANDAVAS WHO WERE BRINGING THE 
ENORMOUS TREASURE IVITH THEM, i--—-- 


/Is IT WAS THUS THAT \J. 
'' HOUR ILLUSTRIOUS FATHER \ 
ACQUIRED HIS NAME WHEN HE 
WAS A MONTH OLD, THE 
PANPAVA5 RETURNED TO 
HASTINAPURA WITH THE i 
\ WEALTH FROM THE M 

X. HIMALAYAS. 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 



'JUST A FEW PAYS AFTER THEIR ARRIVAL ,THE SAGE WAS A 
HASTINBPURA . VUPHISHTHlRA SAID — 


VISITEP 
!Ftf I* 


/ WITH HOUR 
COUNSEL ANP BLESSINGS, 
WE HAVE ACQUIREP THE 
TREASURE OF MARUTTA. 

I WOULD LIKE TO USE IT 
FOR THE ASH WA/Y1EPHA 
y VAJNA, IF HQU SO 
\ PERMIT. .J* 


"SAGS VYASA SAlP — 



W I GRANT HOU \ 
' PERMISSION TO \ 
CONDUCT THE VAJNA - 
IT WILL ABSOLVE YOU 
\ OF ALL VOLIR SINS. 



'yuPHI&HTHIRft THEN APPROACHES KRISHNA. 


LORP, I HAVE A REQUEST TO 
MAKE. IT IS DUE TO YOUR PROWESS 
THAT WE HAVE WON THIS KING POM. 
IT IS BUT RIGHT THAT YOU SHOULP 
PERFORM THE YAJNA 
ON OUR BEHALF. 

— - a- • . .. r-TTlC 




"S/XSE WASH SELECTEP AN APPROPRIATE PAY FOR THE 
YAUNA-HECTIC PREPARATIONS WERE BEGUN. 


CHOOSE A 

SUITABLE HORSE TO BE 
DESPATCHED TO ALL PART5 
OF THE LAND. MAKE ALL OTHER 
PREPARATIONS AND SEE me' 
k AFTER DOING SO. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 




LET BHEEMA ANP 
NAKLlLR ATTENP TO 
THE ROYAL PUTIES 
WHILE SAHAP^VA 
LOOKS AFTER THE 
HOUSEHOLD- 


yuPHtSHTn/Kfl SftiU lO ftRdUNR — 


W YOU t BRAVE ARJUN A, ^ 
r MUST GO WITH THIS ’ 
HORSE. IN VITO ALL THE KINGS 
FOR THE YAJNA . SHOULP ANY¬ 
ONE OBSTRUCT THE HORSE, 
OPPOSE HIM, BUT A VOIP . 

BLOOPSHEp AS MUCH / 
likAS YOU CAN. 

mm .—1 I 


"Y UPHlBHTHtfffl PfD m HE HEP 
BEEN TOLD BNP THEN CELLED FOB: 
THE SftGE VW3fi * p-— 


/ EVERYTHING 
f IS NOW REAPY* 
HERE IS THE HORSE 
TELL ME, WHO 
SHPUIP ACCOMfWY 
IT? 


ARJUNA IS 
ACE 
ARCHER. HE IS 
THE RIGHT 
CHOICE TO 
R7LLOVV THE 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 




“ARJUNt 9 ACCOMPANIED THE HORSE, HAPPILY TWANGING HIS GANDSEVA, 


“MEANWHILE AUPH/SHTH/RA SAT BEFORE 
THE SACRIFICIAL FIRE, LOOKING 
RESPLENDENT IN SILR GARMENTS AND 
GOLD ORNAMENTS,IN PKEPARATION FOR 
THE INITIATION RITES OF THE YAJNA. 


“ARJUNA FOLLOWED THE HORSE WHEREVER IT WENT. 
FIRST TO THE NORTH, THEN TO THE EAST. SEVERAL 
RINGS SOUGHT TO OBSTRUCT THE HORSE, BUT ARJUNA 
PROVED MORE THAN A MATCH FOR THEM. ONE BYONE, 
THEY CONSENTED TO THE SUZERAINTY OF THE 
PANDAVAS AND AGREED TO ATTEND THE YAJNA. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



THERE IS Bf \RELV 
A MONTH LEFT FOR 
THE PREPARATIONS, 
BHEEM A .SELECT A 
SUITABLE PLACE 
k FOR7HESJTE. , 


f£ BEAUTIFUL PALACES, FITTED WITH GOLDEN PILLARS AND IMPOSING 

GATEWAYS, WERE GOON ERECTED. ONE 87 ONE t THE INVITED i- 

GUESTS ASSEMBLED THERE, r™---—--- 1 


“AFTER ACCOMPLISHING HIS TASK*ARdUNA 
MADE HIS WAY BACK TO HAST!N A PURR, 
WHEN YUPHiSHTH/RA HEARD OP THIS, 

HIS JOY KNEW NO BOUNDS . [-— 


ELATED BY THE TIDINGS OF ARijUNA } S RETURN, BASEMA WENT ABOUT 
FULFILLING HIS DUTIES WITH ENTHUSIASM - 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 





HERE IS 
YOUR RE WARP 
FOR BRINGING 
THIS HAPPY 
NEWS. S 


"AS YUDHISHTHIRA, WITH THE HUMILITY CHARACTERISTIC OF HIM, PERSONALLY 
SUPERV/SEP THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE COMFORT OF H/5 GUESTS, A 
MESSENGER ARRIVEp. 


MY MASTER, ARUUNA 
HAS ARRIVEP AT THE 
CITY GATES. 


"BEARING RICH GIFTS FOR YUDHISHT,HIRA, 
RINGS FROM ALL PARTS OF THE LANP 
CAME FOR THE YAJNA 


"THE RICHLY DECORATEP SACRIFICIAL HALL 
THEM WITH AWE ANP 
ADMIRATION, r 


FILLEP 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


rjusr then the sacrificial horse 

GALLOPED INTO SIGHT FOLLOWED BA THE 
WEAR'S BUT VICTORIOUS ARdUNA- 




“PEOPLE SHOWERED PRAISES ON HIM AS HE PROCEEDED 
TOWARDS THE AAdNA-ALTAR. r 


WHO BUT ARdUNA 
COULP RETURN 
VICTORIOUS LIKE 
THIS ? 


WE ARE FORTUNATE 
INPEEP THAT HE HAS 
RETURNEP SAFE. 



*WITH DUE CERE MONT, 

THE HORSE WAS i- 

SACRIFICED. | - 1 


“AUDHISHTHIRA THEN 
OFFERED THE WHOLE 
EARTH AS A GIFT TO 
VAASA, WHO SAID — 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 


if THE. PERFORMANCE of THE ft5hWfiME9m REQUIRED THE GIFTING AWAY OF ALL 7HE LAND 

ACQUIRED during the conquest* but seldom was this actually pone* instead .generous 


GIF 73 OF GOLD WERE MADE TO THE BRAHMA NAS. SO WASH PERSUADED YUDHtSHTHtRfi — 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



'THE PRIESTS SURROUNDED THE 
MONGOOSE. AND ASKED HIM — 

V WHERE HAVE YOU COME 

FROM ? WHO ARE YOU TO FINE? 

FAULT WITH OUR SACRIFICE ? WE 
HAVE PONE EVERYTHING ACCORDING 
TO THE SHA5TRAS. WHAT MAKES, 
YOU SCORN US ? 



' THE MONGOOSE LAUGHED AND SAID — 


I DO NOT SPEI 
OF FALSEHOOD OR 
PRIDE, O BRAHMA NAS. 

I REPEAT, HOUR 
SACRIFICE IS NOT 
EQUAL TO THE SEER OF 
PORRIDGE GIFTED BY 
THE POOR BRAHMANA 
OF KURUKSHETRA. 



I WITNESSED THIS 
NOBLE ACT /MYSELF AND, 

AS A RESULT OF HIS MERIT, 
HALF MY BODY HAS BECOME 
GOLD. LISTEN TO ME, 

0 BRAHMANAS, WHILE 
I NARRATE THAT 
INCIDENT TO YOU. 


AONG AGO, IN KURUKSHETRA .THERE LIVED A BRAHMANA 
WHO OBTAINED FOOD BY GLEANING GRAIN FROM NEARBY 
FIELDS. HIS FAMILY, CONSISTING OF Hi & WIFE. SON AND 
DAU6HTER.-IN~LAW.ATE ONLY ONCE IN THREE PAYS* — 




... AND SOMETIMES EVEN LESS FREQUENTLY. 
ONCE THERE WAS A TERRIBLE DROUGHT. THE 
LAND WAS (ARCHED, THE FIELDS LAV BARE. 
THE FAMILY STARVED FOR DAVS ON END. 


ONE DAV. AFTER WANDERING ABOUT 
FOR HOURS IN THE HEAT AND DUST, 
THEY MANAGED TO COLLECT A 
SEER OF GRAIN. 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 




* THEY MADE PORRIDGE OUT OF IT, AND 
PI VIPEP IT INTO FOUR EQUAL PORTIONS . 
OUST THEN A GUEST ARRIVED . 


"THEY WELCOMED THE UNEXPECTED GUEST AND 
INVITED HIM TO SHARE THEIR ME At.THE BRAHMA NR 
FIRST OFFERED HIS OWN SHARE. BUT IT WAS NOT 
ENOUGH TO SATISFY THE NEWCOMER 

"If 



r | POH'T 
LIKE TO V0SO } 
BUT IF YOU 
INSIST-** 


y FATHER, TAKE 
MT SHARE FOR OUR 
REVEREP GUEST* 


Y PLEASE GIVE ^ 
Hm MV SHARE 

TOO. !F YOU CAN GO 
HUNGRY, WHY, 50 

V CAN I- y 


“THE 8RAHMANA FELT HELPLESS AND \ 

DID NOT KNOW WHAT TO 90. HIS WIFE \ 
CALLED HIM ASIDE* 

m 


"RELUCTANTLY, THE HOST SAVE HIS WIFE'S PORTION TO THE 
GUEST WHO STILL DID NOT LOOK SATIATED* THE SON SAID — 




OH 11 KNOW WHAT ^ 
HUNGER IS TO A GROW¬ 
ING TONG BOW 
LIKE WO,VET..._✓ 


“SAVING SO, THE BRAHMANS OFFEREP THE 
THtRP PORTION TO THE QUEST- BUT STILL HIS 
HUNGER SEEMEP UNAPPEASEP. 

THE PAUQHTER-tN-LAW SAtP SOFTLV —- 




“BUT SHE PERSUAPEP HIM TO OFFER THE LAST 
PORTION TOO TO THE QUEST. SA7/SF/EP AT LAST, 
i HE SHIP _ 

HOUR GENEROSITY 
IS ADMIRABLE. EVEN THE 
DEVAS IN HEAVEN ARE 
PLEASED WITH YOU.BEHOLD 
HOW THEY SHOWER YOGI WITH 
FLOWERS) YOU HAVE EARNED 
A PLACE IN HEAVEN WITH 
YOUR PURE AND 
SELFLESS ACTION. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



BUT, ALAS, HERE TOO 
I AW DISAPPOINT ED. 
VOUR VAJNA IS NOT 
EQUIVALENT TO A TlNV 
|i PARTICLE OF THAT j 
\ PORRIDGE. _ygj 


AFTER NARRATING THIS TALE,THE MONGOOSE 
DISAPPEARED AS INEfcPLfCABLV AS HE HAP 
APPEARED. THE INCIDENT SHOULD NOT SURPRISE 

vou,o king- Righteous conduct,contentment, 
SELF-CONTROL, GENEROSITY TRUTHFULNESS 
AND AUSTERITIES- EACH OF THESE VIRTUES 
IS, INDEED, EQUIVALENT TO PERFORMING AN 
ELABORATE VAdNA. 


JUST THEN l CAME OUT FROM 
MV HIDING PLACE.JUST By THE 
SMELL OF THAT SANCTIFIED 
PORRIDGE AND THE T OUCH Of Pi FEW 
DROPS THAT HAP FALLEN ON THE 
GROUND, HALF MV BODV BECAME 
GOLD- SINCE THEN I VISIT EACH AND 
EVERy SACRIFICIAL HALL, IN THE 
HOPE OF TURNING THE OTHER 
HALF OF MV BOW TO GOlfX 


VOUR SACRIFICE IS EQUIVAL¬ 
ENT TO SEVERAL RAJASQOYA ANP^ 
ASHWAMEPhA YAdNAS.THE 
CHARIOT lO TAKE VPU ALL TO 
HEAVEN IS WAITING FOR VOU 
AT VOUR DOOR - 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 


'‘AFTER THE ASHWAMEDHA HAdNA WAS 
OVER,VUPH!SH7H/RA RETURNED TO HIS 
ROUAL DUTIES. 


“BUT EVEN AFTER HE WAS FORMALLY CROWNED 
HE SOUGHT PHRlTARASHTRA'S ADVICE ON EVERV 
IMPORTANT MATTER. 



“ARdUNA, NARULA AND SAHRPEVA 
ReAPILW COMPLIED. BUT NOT SHE EM A 



‘'ALTHOUGH IN DEFERENCE TO TUDHISHTHIRA’S WISHES, HE 
WAS OUTWARD! T ROUTE TO THE OLD COUPLE, HIS HEART 
WAS FILLED WITH BITTERNESS. ONE DAT .WHEN THEY WERE 
WITHIN HEARING,HE BOASTED TOHLS FRIENDS. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



WITH THESE XT' 
VERV ARMS I CRUSHED' 
T O DEATH ALL THE SONS 
OF THAT BLIND KING, 

V DHRITARASHTRA- ^ 


“DISPLACING HIS STRONG BICEPS 
HE SHIP — Bi-—- 



‘ BHE EM A WENT ON 70 GIVE A VIVID DESCRIPTION OF HOW 
HE HAD KILLED THE KAURAVAS, KNOWING VERT WELL HOW 
MUCH PAIN IT WOULD CAUSE TO THE OLD KING. 



WELL ENOUGH HOW THE 
KAURAVA CLAN WAS 
DESTROYED BECAUSE 
I IGNORED THE ADVICE 
VOFMV WELL-WISHERS. 


Ill'll 


X!XI2g|&iX 


I “FOR FIFTEEN TEARS, DHRlTARASHTRA AND 
GANDHARI HAD LIVED AMICA&LV WITH THE 
| PANDAVAS, BUT BHEEMA’S CRUEL WORDS OPENED 
UP OLD WOUNDS. DHRITARASHTRA CALLED HIS 

I mENPS 

dr uici 


NOW, AFTER v.j 

FIFTEEN VEARS.I HAVE 
BEGUN TO REALISE 
THE MANV SINS I COM¬ 
MITTED ■ TO ABSOLVE 
MVSELF, I HAVE 
DECIDED TO FAST 
AND DO PENANCE. 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 




y IT IS PROPER FOR \ 
US IN OUR OLD AGE TO 
LIVE IN THE FOREST. ALL 
OUR FOREFATHERS 
, FOLLOWED THIS / 
V PRACTICE. / 


r OH!BUT I CAN-> 
HOT LET YOU GO. 
IF YOU INSIST ON 
GOING I SWEAR 
\1 TOO WILL FOLLOW 

vou. /AL 


Wr IT IS FOUR DAYS ^ 

V SINCE I LAST ATE. 

THAT IS WHY I AM SO 
WEAK.BUT YOUR SOOTH¬ 
ING TOUCH HAS REFRESH 
ED ME. YOU MUST NOW J 

V ALLOW ME TO LEAVE J® 


"FOR LONG, DHR!TARASHTRA TRIED 70 
PERSUADE YUDHISHTHIRA, WHO IN 7 URN 
PLEADED WITH HIM 70 S7AV ON. 

DHRITA RASHTRA said—/ - 

SAN-JAYA '. 

KRIPA ! WILL ONE ■ 

YOU EXPLAIN TO 
YUDHISHTHIRA THAT 
| AM WEARY AND NOW 
MY MOUTH IS DRY- 
I CANNOT TALK 
LONGER. 


"YUDHISHTHIRA COULD NOT BEAR 70 SEE HIM 
IN SUCH A STATE. HE TENDERLY WIPED THE 
OLD RING'S FACE WITH HIS HAND AFTER FIRST 
DIPPING H IN COLD WATER. -“==T 


OH ! YOU, WHO COULD 
ONCE CRUSH THE IRON 
IMAGE OF BHEEMA, 
ARE NOW SO WEAK. 
IS ALL MY 
FAULT. 


"DHRITARASHTRA EXPLAINED — 


I WILL DO WHAT’ 
IS PEAR TO YOU.BUT 
I REFUSE TO 
IDISCUSS ANYTHING 
.TILL I SEE YOU 
. FED PROPERLV. 

r>— 


"YUDHISHTHIRA WAS VISIBLY UPSET. 


"WITH THESE WORDS, DHRITARASHTRA, ALMOST FAINT 
WITH FATIGUE, TURNED TO GANDHAR! FOR SUPPORT- 


"DHRITARASHTRA TRIED TO EXPLAIN. 


/ OH! WHAT A FOOL \ 
'I HAVE BEEN NOT TO 
REALISE HOW UNHAPPY 
YOU ARE.HERE YOU ARE 
STARVING YOURSELF 
AND LIVING LIKE AN 
ASCETIC AND WE 
’ DID NCTT EVEN A 
\ KNOW ABOUT IT. / I 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



VtfST THEN, SAGE VYASA ARRIVED . HE SAID 


I WILL EAT 
ON IS AFTER 
I RECEIVE YOUR 
PERMISSION TO 
LEAVE FOR THE 
„ FOREST, y 


r PO AS PHRITA- ' 
RASHTRA SAYS. 
ALLOW HIM TO RETIRE 
TO THE FOREST. > 


“LATER. 6ANDHARI ASKED DHRITARASHTRA 


"AFTER ALL OF THEM HAD EATEN, 
DHRITARASHTRA AFFECTIONATELY GAVE 
YUDHISHTHIRA SOME FARTING ADVICE. 


Y NOW THAT SAGE X/ 
VYASA HAS GIVEN YOU \ 
PERMISSION ANP 
YUDHISHTHIRA TOO HAS J 

AGREED, WHEN WILL WE 1 

V LEAVE FOR THE FOREST?J 


' SOON,VERY 
SOON-BUT BEFORE 
|THAT I WOULD 
I LIKE TO SPEAK 
I TO THE PEOPLE- . 


' ALWAVS KEEP THE 
COM PAN V OF WISE 
MEN AND TAKE 
THEIR OPINION ON 
■V IMPORTANT ISSUES 


"ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE TO INVITE CITIZENS FROM 
WALKS OF LIFE To MEET DHRITARASHTRA-ADDRESSING 7 
HE SAID— i- T"T -^--"X 


' GANDHARI AND I HAVE 
DECIDED TO RETIRE TO 
THE FOREST. WE HAVE 
BEEN GRANTED LEAVE 
TO PO SO BY SAGE 
VYASA ANP KING / 
\ YUDHISHTHIRA. yii 


L ® 'ill 

1 


ri P 

JL 


R 

Pi h 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 



BUT I SEEK 
YOUR PERMISSION 
TOO-1 HAVE BEEN 
HAPPY PORING 
YUDHISHTHIRA’S REI6N, 
HAPPIER THAN I WAS 
WHEN DURVODHANA 
WAS KING-BUT I AM 
BUND,OLD AND 
BEREAVED OF ALL MY 
SONS.SO ALLOW ME 
TO RETIRE NOW 
TO THE FOREST. 


“THERE WAS A WHISPERED CONSULTATION 
AMONG THE CROWD AND FINALLY A BRAHMAN/) 
CALLED^ SAMBA STEPPED^ F ORWARD, j 


I HAVE BEEN SELECTED 
TO REPRESENT ALL THESE PEOPLE, 
O KING. YOU HAVE BEHAVED LIKE 
AN ELDER BROTHER TOWARDS US. 
NOW,WITH SAGE VVASA’S PERMISSION, 
IF YOU WISH TO GO TO THE FOREST, 
YOU MUST INDEED DO SO. WE 
WILL MISS YOU AND REMEMBER 
YOU ALWAYS. 





“around and wdhishthira hailed 

idea OF THE OLD KING . BUT 8HEEMA 

muttered in anger. 

TP 




brother pear,he is 

OUR UNCLE AFTER ALL.VOU 
SHOULD NOT REFUSE HIM 
HELP. JUST THINK HOW 
TIMES HAVE CHANGED.TOPAV 
DHRITARASHTRA HAS TO ASK 
US FOR HELP. ONCE WE 
WERE AT THEIR MERCY. 


* RITES PERFORMED TO PLEASE THE DEAD ONES 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 




"0N£ BY ONE , BHEEMA BEGAN TO RECALL THE ACROCITIES 
HEAPED ON THEM BY THE KAURAVA &. WPH/SHTH/RA 

Became unhappy. 



e< WHEN YUDH/SH7H/RH SAW DHRITARASHTRA CLAD IN 
DEERSKIN 7 THE FINALITY OF THE DECISION STRUCK HIM. 


“VIPURA CONVEYED THIS NEWS TO PHRITARASHTRA WHO 
fiF, RANGED A TEN-DAY-LONG CEREMONY FOR THE 
SALVATION OF THE SOULS OF FALLEN WARRIORS, 


* THEN HE TURNED TO VtPURA AND 
SAID — / ---np 


K UNCLE, PLEASE TELL 
KING PH RITA RASH7RA 
THAT HE CAN TAKE BUT 
BtAOU NT OF MONEY ANP 
V MATERIALS FROM ME. 
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THE ASHWAMEDHA YAJNA 



v WHEN GANPHARJ AND DHRtTARASHTRA EMERGED 
FROM THE PALACE, YUPHtSH THIRA WPS SURPRISED 
JO SEE KUNJf LEAPING THE WHY, i— — 


COMB , BROTHER 
PEAR, DON'T 8£ 
SO RESTLESS- 


MOTHER, WU 
ENCOURAGED US TO 
F!6MT AND WIN 
THIS THRONE - HOW 
CAN HOU LEAVE 
V U5 NOW? 


f SON, WHATEVER 
\ PIP SO FAR WAS 
FOR HOUR, SAFETV 
ANP WELFARE'BUT 
NOW t MUST RETIRE 
S TO THE FOREST^ a 


if AS KltNTt f GANPHARi AND PHRfTARASHTRA SLOWLY WALKED AWAY 
FROM THE PALACE .THEY WERE FOLLOWERS BY A WEEPING AND 
SOBBING CRO WD 


"ARJUNA COULP UNDERSTAND 
YUDtiiSHTH/RA J S EMOTIONAL STATE* 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 




# * 


flNP SO, ACCOMPANIED BV VIDURA, 
SAN JAVA ,KUNTI ANP GANPHARI ’ 
DHRJTARASHTRA LEFT HASTINAPUKA 
TO SPENP THE REST OF HIS Pflys 
IN THE FOREST, IN PRAVER flNp 
MEDITATION. 
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THE CELESTIAL REUNION 



AFTER RETIRING TO THE FOREST, 




"6ANPHARI, KUN7I, ViDURA AND SANJAHf), 
WHO HAP ACCOMPANIED HIM .ALSO APOFTEP 
AN AUSTERE LtFESTVLE- MONTHS OF SEVERE 
PENANCE REPUCEP PHRITARASH7RA TO SKIN 
AND BONES, r- 3 ^—,■ - ; 


" PHRt 7A RA5HTRA ANP THE OTHERS WERE VERV 
OFTEN REMEMBERED SV THE PANPAVAS- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



VUPHISHTH/RA SENT FOR HIS ARMV CHIEF. 


PREPARE NO !JR MEN. ^1 

7 WE WILL LEAVE FOR THE N 
FOREST TOMORROW. WE WISH TO 
VISIT KINS PHRITflRASHTRA. LET AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT BE MAPE THAT 
i ALL CITIZENS OF HAST1NAPURA 
V ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US. / 


zr I TOO LONG TO ^ 
r SEE OUR PEAR MOTHER 
KUNTI. IN FACT, ALL THE 
LA PIES OF THE INNER 
PALACE ARE WAITING 
FOR THE CW THEV CAN 
. MEET GANPHAR! ANP 
HUNTI • ^ 


"DRAUPAP! SAID — 


"AT PAWN, A LONG CARAVAN OF CHARIOTS ANP HORSES, 
ELEPHANTS ANP CAMELS WAS SEEN WINPING ITS WAS OUT 
Of HASTINAPURA - BEHIND IT WERE MULES LADEN WITH GOODS- 


"HUVUTSU ANP THE ROVAL PRIEST PHAUMVA 
WERE LEFT W CHARGE OF THE KINGDOM. 


",LEAVING THEIR. HORSES ANP CHARIOTS AT A DISTANCE , THE 
PANPAVAS WALKED UP TO PHRITARASHTRA'S HERMITAGE. 
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THE CELESTIAL REUNION 



"WHILE THE OTHERS WALKED LEISURELV TOWARDS 
THE RIVER BANK, SAHAPEVA RAN AHEAD TO GREET 




"AT THE HERMITAGE, A CURIOUS CROWD HAD ALREADY 
GATHERED. SAN JAVA INTRODUCED THE PANDAVAS TO 
THEM. I-— | rv - Vv - 


“DHRITARASHTRA SAID 


V AH .'HAVING x 

ALL OF VOU AROUND 
ME MAKES ME FEEL 
I AM BACK IN THE 
v PALACE. 


"AFTER GREETING THE ELDERS WITH DUE 
RESPECT, THE PANDAVAS HELPED THEM TO 
CARRH THE WATER POTS BACK TO THE HERMITAGE 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





.$> VI DURA WAS 
§"> LIVING THE UFE OF 
W A SANYA SI .THERE-' 
Ijp FORE 00 NOT Qj 
r —.CREMATE Hl/mSfc j 


'YUDHISHTHIRA RAN AFTER VIPURA. 


"ViPURA PAUSEP IN THE THICK OF THE FOREST, 
ANP STOOP A6AINST A TREE .STARING INTENTLY 


"IN A MOMENT YUPHISHTHIRA REALISES 
THAT HE WAS STARING AT VIPORA’S 

TSfP 


"BUT WHEN IT CAME TO PERFORMING THE CREMATION OF 
THE BODY OF VIPURA, THERE WAS A HEAVENLY VOICE — 


LIFELESS BODY. 


* SANYASIS ARE BURIED, NOT CREMATED 1280 




































































THE CELESTIAL REUNION 




W LISTEN CALMLV. 
I I WILL GIVE YOU 
L ALL THE NEWS. 


PIP VOL/ SEE THE 
VENERABLE PHRITA- 
RASHTRA ? I HAVE 
HEARP THAT HE IS 
OBSERVING SEVERE 
V PENANCE. * 


AFTER VOU RETURNEP 
TO HASTINAPURA, 
PHRITARA6HTRA, 

GAN PH A Rl, KUNTI 
ANP SANdAVA AIL 
\ LEFT FOR HARI¬ 
NG PWAR* 


“THE PERTH OF VlDURA TOOK EVERYONE 
BW SURPRISE. WUpHI&HTHIRA END H/S 
RETINUE SPENT THE NIGHT UN PER THE 
TREES. navaHHlM 


\“<iOUR UNCLE DHRITARASHTRA REDUCED 
f HIMSELF 7O A MERE SKELETON THROUGH 
t STARVATION ANP SEVERE PENANCE. 




"FOR A /MONTH, VUPHISHTHIRA ANP THE 
OTHERS STAVE P IN THE FOREST VISITING 
VARIOUS ASHRAMAS ANP BESTOWING 
GENEROUS GIFTS ON THE SAGES-THEN 
WITH THE PERMISSION ANP BLESSINGS 
OF PHRITARASHTRA AND GANDHARI, 
THEN MADE THEIR WAV BACK TO 
HASTINAPURA. 


“TWO WEARS AFTER THEIR VISIT TO THE 
FORESTSAGE NARAPA VISITED VUPH1SH7H1RA 
ANXIOUSLV WUPHtSHTHiRA ASHED HIM — 


"GANDHARI, RUNT! ANP SANdAWA ALSO SPENT 
THEIR PAWS IN FASTING AND PRAWER. i- 
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* A PLACE OF PILGRIMAGE IN THE HIMALAVAN FOOT HILLS, C NOW IN U-P) 
































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



"ONE DAT WHEN DHRITARASHTRA WAS RETURNING TO HIS ASHRAMA 
AFTER HIS BATH, A STORM BROKE .AND WITH IT A FOREST FIRE. 
SOON .THE WHOLE FOREST WASAFLAME. f ^ ^ "l 


"PERSUADING SANcJAVA TO ESCAPE .THE THREE OF 
THEM SAT DOWN, | ■ - 


"SO WEAK AND HELP! ESS HAD THEW 
BECOME THAT DHRITARASHTRA, KUNTI 
AND 6ANPHAR! COULD NOT RUN A WAV 


TAKE TO VOUR 
HEELS,SANcJAVA. 

WE WILL MEET OUR 
ENDS IN THIS > 
" FIRE. 


SO WHILE THE THREE 
OF THE/A WERE CON¬ 
SUME D BV THE FOREST 
FIRE , SANdAVA WENT 
TO THE HIGHER 
V HIMALAYAS. y 
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THE CELESTIAL REUNION 



‘‘HUmSHWIM RETURN#? W HIS ROHALPUT/ES, BUT HfS HEART WAS NOT WREST, RLLEP AS TT 
WAS H trm SORROW, ms HEARS R0LLEP BH UNEVENTFUU.H. THIRTVSIX HEARS AFTER THE GREAT 


vune u / /Ihmk Wfluren aDPr=at> 



"SOME MISCHIEVOUS HAPAVA BOVS PRES6EP 
UP SAMBA* AS A WOMAN ANP TOOK HIM TO 
CHE SAGES. P -■—W Jfr jfc. 


BUT HOW PIP THAT 
HAPPEN ? HOW CQtllP 
THE ENTIRE CLAN OF 
THE VRISHNI5 BE 
SUPPENLV PE5TROV' tlp 
ep?was rr a Result U 
of some curse ? 


VES, IT HAPPENEP 
MW y YEARS AGO WHEN 
SAGE VISHWAMITRA, 
KANVA ANP NARAPA 
HAP GONE TO 
PWARAKA FOR A 
VISIT. 




THIS IS BABHRUS \Eirl \ ' IS 

WIFE,ANP SHE IS HOPING L’ 1 

FOR A SON. YOU RISHIS ARE 
WISE WEN- TELL US WHETHER / WHAT PO THESE 
SHE WILL HAVE A BOV J VOUNGSTERS 
s. OR A GIRL- y THINK! HOW 

- __— " ( PARE THEY FOOL 

V US THUS? 


* A SON OF KRISHNA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




D I PERCEIVE ILL ^ 
OMENS IPENTICAL 
70 THOSE WE PER¬ 
CEIVED BEFORE THE 
\ GREAT WAR. ^ 


’'WITH REP-SHOT EVES, THE SAGES 
DECLAREP — 


YOU CRUEL, 

WICKED BOVS' 1 . THIS SON 
OF KRISHNA WILL GIVE 
BIRTH TO AN IRON PESTLE * 
WHICH WILL CAUSE THE PESTRUC- 
TION OF ALL THE VRJSHNI ANP 
ANPHAKfi RACES. ONLY SALARAMA 
ANP KRISHNA WILL BE SPARED. 
BALARAfflA WILL CONSIGN HIM¬ 
SELF TO THE SEA, ANP KRISHNA 
t WILL BE KILLED BY A HUNTER 
vWHILE HE IS LYING DOWN. 


§“5UR£IX ENOUGH THE NEXT MORNING, SAMBA GAVE 
TO AN IRON PESTLE. HIS COMPANIONS RUSHEP UP 
KING UGRASENA AND GAVE THE PESTLE TO HIM. 


BIRTH 

TO 


",AFRAID OF ITS ALLEGEP POWER OF DESTRUCTION, THE 
RING ORDERED 7 HE IRON PESTLE TO BE CRUSHED INTO 
POWDER, ANP TO BE CAST INTO THE SEA. WITH A VIEW 
TO PREVENT DRUNKEN BRAWLS A PUBLIC PROCLAMATION 
WAS MADE THAT LIQUOR SHOULD NOT THEREAFTER BE 
PREPARED OR CONSUMED 
IN THE KINGDOM. V 


"IN COURSE OF TIME, THE DENIZENS OF DWAKAKA FORGOT ABOUT THIS INCIDENT- 
BUT WHEN THIRTV-SIX TEARS AFTER THE GREAT WAR,ILL OMENS BEGAN TO APPEAR 
IN DWARAKA TOO, KRISHNA REALISED THE SIGNIFICANCE. GATHERING HIS PEOPLE 
TOGETHER, HE SAi 


* TOOL USEP FOR POUNDING IN A MORTAR. 
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THE CELESTIAL REUNION 




THE HEAPS OF THE FAMILIES OF VRISHNIS 
ANDANDHAKAS WERE WILLING TO ABIDE BN HIS 
DECISION. HECTIC PREPARATIONS WERE SOON 
UNDER WAV. 


“MOUNTED ON HORSES, ELEPHANTS AND CHARIOTS, 
THE ARMY TOO PREPARED TO LEAVE THE TOWN. 


-^Vv 

J X 



^ON REACHING PRABHASA, THEY SET UP CAMP AND SETTLED DOWN. THEN BEGAN THE FEASTING AND 
DRINKING IN WHICH KRISHNA, BALARAMA, SA7VAKI AND KRFTAVARMA ALSO JOINED. |- 



* A PLACE OF PILGRIMAGE NE/)f< PVUARAKA 12 85 









































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




" SATTAKi , QUITE DRUNK, 700K IT TO HIS 
HERD TO INSULT KRITAVAR/AA. 


| HAVE VET TO SEE ANOTHER 
KSHATRIVfl WHO WOULD KILL 
HIS HAPLESS ENEMIES 
WHILE THEV ARE ASLEEP. 
WHAT VOU DID WAS UNFOR¬ 
GIVABLE. 


" THEN, 6692V WITH LINGER AND PRINK, HE BEGAN 
ATTACKING^ EVERYON E AROUND, j-. 


"WILD WITH FURR, KRFTAVARMA RETORTED 


DIDN’T ROU KILL BHOORISHRAVA 
AFTER HE HAD LAID DOWN HIS 
WEAPONS? 90 V OU THINK HOU 
WERE VERV BRAVE THEN ? 


"WE OTHERS BEGAN TAKING SIDES AND 
A DRUNKEN BRAWL WAS SOON ON. 


TOVAR I SWEAR 
I WILL AVENGE THE DEATH 
OF DHRlSHTADVUMNA AND 
THE OTHERS. | WILL KILL 
THIS WICKED KRITAVARMA 
WHO SLAVED THEM WITH 
THE HELP OF ASHWAT- 
THAMA. 


"SWIFTLR SATRAKI TOOK THE SWORD FROM 
KRISHNA AND IN AN INSTANT, CUT OFF 
KRtTAl/ARm'S HEAD. | - 


tl SATRAKI SPRANG UP WITH A LIVID FACE. 
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THE CELESTIAL REUNION 


"KRISHNA HASTEN BP TO CONTROL HIM, BUT JUST THEN THE ANPHAKAS SURROUNPEP SATVAKt. 
IN THEIR DRUNKEN STATE, THEV ATTACHEP HIM WITH THE POTS ANP PANS THAT WERE LUNG 
AROUND, f- 



"TO PROTECT SATVAKI, KRISHNA'S SON 
PRADWMNA dUMPEP INTO THE FRA V. 




" THOUGH THEV WERE BOTH STRONG ANP VALOROUS, 

SATVAKI AND PRADVUMNA WERE SOON OUT- |- 

NUMBERED AND KILLED. 



* A TVPE OF GRASS BELONGING TO THE RUSH FAMILV 1287 



















































AMARCHITRA KATHA 


*HOLDING THE IRON WEAPON ALOFT, 
KRISHNA ATTACKED ALL THOSE WHO 
CONFRONTED HIM 


“THEREAFTER , WHOSOEVER PULLED Up A TUFT OF 
THAT GRASS, FOUND HIMSELF ARMED WITH A 
TERRIBLE WEAPON. 
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THE CELESTIAL REUNION 


“SOON, HOWEVER, KRISHNA’S SONS 
SAMBA, CHARUDESHNA AND HIS GRAND¬ 
SON ANIRUDPHA WERE ALSO KILLED- 
ONLV PARUKA, KRISHNA'S CHARIOTEER , 
AND BABHRU, THE MINISTER OF THE 
WAPAVASREMAINED ALIVE . | - 





PARUKA,GO AT ONCE 
TO HAST I NR PURR AND 
TELL ARJtiNA ABOUT 
THIS TERRIBLE CARNAGE 
ASK HIM TO RUSH TO 
v PWARAKA. 1 

k " “ 


“PARUKA AT ONCE ASCENDED HIS CHARIOT AND 
LEFT. TURNING TO BABHRU, KRISHNA SAID — 


“KRISHNA SAID-- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




CALM VOURSELF. 
ARJUNA WILL SOON 
BE HERE.HE WILL 
, PROTECT 700. 


~ PLEASE WAIT HERE 
FOR ME WHILE I LEAVE THE 
WOMEN ANP CHILPREN IN 
SAFE ANP CAPABLE HANDS 


a * • 


“ BEFORE HE COULD EVEN STIR, BABHRU 
WHS FELLED BY AN IRON ROD WHICH HOP 
GOT STUCK 70 0 HUNTER'S ARROW. 


“KRISHNA SAID 70 BAIARAMA — 


“HE FOUND 7 HE WOMEN AND CHILDREN HUDDLED 
TOGETHER, WEEPING HELPLESSLY. CONSOLING THEM, 
HE SAID — 


“KRISHNA RETURNED TO DWARAKA AND TO HIS 
FATHER VASUDEVA. 


I HAVE CALLEP 
ARJUNA-PLEASE 
AFTER THE WOMEN 
OUR. CLAN TILL HE ARRIVES. 
I MUST GO BACK TO BALA- 
RAMA-HE IS WAITING FOR 
ME AS WE BOTH INTENP 
TO PO TAPASVA* NOW. 

I CANNOT BEAR, TO 
LIVE HERE AN7 
^ MORE. 


“AS KRISHNA WAS ABOUT TO RUSH BACK,HE 
HEARD A LOUP WAILING AND CRYING. \ - 
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THE CELESTIAL REUNION 




a AFTER WITNESSING THE END OF BALARAMA, 
KRISHNA REALISEP THAT HIS TIME TOO HAP 
COME. HE WANPEREP OFF INTO THE FOREST 




* AS KRISHNA WAS THE INCARNATION OF VISHNU, BALARA/WA WAS BELIEVEP TO BE THE 
INCARNATION OF .SHESHA.THE SERPENT ON WHICH VISHNU RECLINES 






































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



"CAMOUFLAGED BV THE FOLIAGE, HE i 
MISTOOK WE SUPINE KRISHNA FOR A y 
PEER, AND SHOT AN ARROW IN THAT ‘ % 
DIRECTION. 1f = - - . Tp \ ~FFZ . 


" THE ARROW PIERCED THROUGH THE SOLE OF 
KRISHNA’S FOOT, «- 


"WHEN (JAR A THE HUNTER CAME NEAR, 
HE REAUSEP HI6 MISTAKE ANP BES6EP 
FOR FORGIVENESS. AFTER CONSOLING 
THE HUNTER, KRISHNA’S SOUL PEPART- 
ED FROM HIS BOPV.THUS.LORP 
KRISHNA TOO MET HIS ENP IN THE 
MANNER PREDICTEP BV 6ANPHARI. 


"SHOCKED TO HEAR THI5 TERRIBLE 

NEWS, ARdUNA ACCOMPANIED - 

PARUKA BACK TO PWARAKA - 


"IN PWARAKA THOUSANDS OF WOMEN, FORLORN AND 
DESERTED, LAMENTED ALOUD ON SEEING ARDUNA- 


"meanwhile daruka, who had reached 

HAST/NAPURA, REPORTED TO THE PANPAVAS 
THE TERRIBLE EVENTS THAT HAD 
TAKEN PLACE. | - 


1292 




























































































THE CELESTIAL REUNION 


“EVEN THE STOUT-HEAft.7ED 
ARJUNA COULD NOT BEAK. TO 


“RUKMINI fiND THE OTHER 
QUEENS RAN TO HELP HIM 



SEE THEIR GRIEF. OVERCOME 
WITH SORROW AND SYMPATHY, 
HE FELL DOWN IN A SWOON - 


up. they seated him on a 

GOLDEN ASfiNfi AND SAT 



“ON RECOVERING, ARJUNA WENT 
TO MEET HIS UNCLE VASUDEVA. 
WHEN ARJUNA GREETED HIM, 
THE GRIEF-STRICKEN VASUDEVA 
clasped him to his Bosom. 




W yGU,ARJUNA KNOW WELL ^ 
f THE GREAT PROWESS OF MV 
SON- YOUR GRANDSON PAREEKSHFT 
WAS REVIVED AFTER BEING KILLED 
BY ASHWAT7HAMA* VET AFTER 
WATCHING ALL HI5 KITH AND KIN 
\ BEING KILLED, HE PJP NOTHING- 


' BUT THEN WE CAN¬ 
NOT 8L0ME THEM. 
WHATEVER HAPPENED 
WAS AN OUTCOME OF 
THE CURSE OF THE 
V R16H1S- -P 


EVEN KRISHNA, WITH ALL 
HIS MIGHT AND POWER,WAG 
A 5ILENT WITNESS TO THIS 
MASS PESTRUCTION-PERHAPS 
HE PIP NOT WANT TO OPPOSE 
THE CURSE OFGANDHARJ AND 
THE RlSHIS. 


OH ARJUNA ! 

YOUR FAVOURITE PUPILS 
’ SAT7AKI AND PRAPYUMNA 
ARE NO MORE.IN FACT,"THEY 
HAVE CAUSED THE PESTRUC- 
OF THE ENTIRE 
VRISHN) CLAN. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


KRISHNA HAS 60NE 
AWAV SOMEWHERE AFTER 
TELLING ME TO PO AS VOU 
PIP.NOW TAKE CHARGE OF 
THIS PLACE AND PEOPLE. 

I HAVE NO WISH TO 
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THE CELESTIAL REUNION 






"NO SOONER HAD THE SEN OF HUM ANITA CROSSED 
THE LIMITS OF DWARAKA THEN THE CITY BEGAN TO 
SUBMERSE IN THE OCEAN- r-—-—- 


HfJRRY! HURRY! 
THE SEA IS 
COWING CLOSER! 


STRANGE 
ARE THE 
WAVS OF 
GOD l 


" 7 reversing the various mountains and riversides, ARdUNA 

LED HIS RETINUE TO THE LAND OF FIVE RIVERS. WHEN THEV 
ESTABLISHED CAMP THERE, THEV WERE SET UPON Bv A GROUP OF 
ROBBERS- WHEN ARdUNA TRIED TO USE HIS CELESTIAL WEAPONS 
TO COUNTER THEIR ATTACK, HE STOOD TRANSFIXED - j- 


WHV, I CAH'7 REMEMBER ft N 

THING. HOW CAN MV 
MEMORY FAIL ME AT THIS 
CRUCIAL MOMENT ? 


nr] 


"EARLV NETT MORNING, VASUDEVA 
BREATHED HIS LAST. 


"AFTER PERFORMING 7HE 
OBSEQUIES FOR VASUDEVA, 
ARdUNA WENT TO THE SPOT 
WHERE THE VR/SHNIS HAP 
MET WITH THEIR DESTRUCTION- 


" THERE TOO HE PERFORMED THE 
FINAL RITES FOR ALL THE DEAD. 
AFTER SEARCHING FOR KRISHNA 
AND &ALARAMA, ARdUNA PRESUM¬ 
ED THEM TO BE DEAD, AND 
PERFORMED THE LAST RITES 
FOR THEM TOO. 


"SEVEN PAHS LATER, ARdUNA LEFT DWARAKA . 
FOLLOWING HIM WERE NUMEROUS CHARIOTS 
OF WE CITIZENS OF DWARAKA- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




...ffldUNA STOOP BY, HELPLESS . THEN HE TRlEP 

TO ATTACK THE LOOTERS WITH ORDINARY I- 

WEAPONS. BUT SOON HIS QUIVERS, WHICH 
EARLIER HAP BEEN INEXHAUSTIBLE 
BECAME^ EMPTY. T 


"GRADUALLY, REALISATION PAWNED ON 
ARdUNA- 

ALL THIS IS 
SURELY DIVINELY 
0RPA1NED. 
CANNOT RECALL THE 
CELESTIAL WEA¬ 
PONS; IHY VERY 
LIMBS FEEL WEAK. 
AH! ALL THE KNOW¬ 
LEDGE OF THE 
ARTS OF WAR I 
HAD ACQUIRED IS 
NOT TO BE RELIED 
UPON .AFTER ALL 


“HAPLESSLY, HE GATHERED TOGETHER THE PEOPLE WHO 
WERE LEFT AND TOOK THEM TO WDRAPRASTHA WHERE 
SON OF ANtRUPPHA, WAS LATER CROWNED RING. 


"WHILE THE PACOITS CONTINUED THE 
ATTACK... 1—--- 


"AFTER MAKING ALL THE REQUISITE ARRANGE¬ 
MENTS, ARdUNA MADE HIS WAY TO I 




"WHILE ARdUNA GREETED HIM WITH PUE RESPECT, 
VYASA SHREWDLY DETECTED THE RESTLESSNESS 
IN HIS MIND. 


MATTER, ARJUNA? 
WHY DO YOU LOOK SO ' 
? WHAT 
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THE CELESTIAL REUNION 



VVA:SA SAID 


S DO NOT GRIEVE OVER 

THE VRISHNIS.PUE TO \ 
THE CORSE OF THE BRAHMANAS' 
THEIR PERTH WAS CERTAIN 
ANP ORPAINEP. ELSE 
WOULDN'T KRISHNA HAVE J 
V INTERVENED ? 


' AIDED BY BHEEMA, 
NAKULA ANP SAHADEVA,VOU 
TOO HAVE COMPLETED AN 
ONEROUS TASK,0 AROUNA. 

IT IS NOW TIME FOR YOU 
. TO LEAVE THIS EARTH. 


YOU NO LONGER 
NEEDED THE CELESTIAL 
WEAPONS,SO YOU 
LOST THEM AS SUDPEN- 
LV AS YOU HAD RECEIVED 
THEM EARLIER.SHOULD 
YOU EVER REQUIRE 
THEM, THE WEAPONS 
WILL BE RETURNED TO 
YOU. IT IS BEST NOW 
FOR YOU TO PREPARE 
TO DEPART FOR 
HEAVEN. 


AS IT IS,I CANNOT BEAR 
TO THINK OF THEIR MASS 
DESTRUCTION. AND HOW 
CAN I BELIEVE THAT KRISHNA 
IS DEAD- IF KRISHNA CAN 
DIE, WHY THEN,THE OCEANS 
CAN DRV UP, THE MOUNTAINS 
CAN SHAKE,THE SKIES 
TEAR APART, ANP FIRE 
TURN COOL- 


Wj T THE LOTUS-EYED ^ 
KRISHNA AND HI& 

bS brother balarama 
m ARE no more .the entire 

|A CLAN OF VRISHNIS HAS 
i \ BEEN DESTROYED. ^ 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



“BHEEMB, NAKULfi BNP SBHBPEVB BIBO 
B6REEP. NUDHISHTHIRB SB/P— 


SINCE NO U AGREE,LET 
US ARRANGE THE CORONATION 
OF PAREEKSH1T. ) WILL LEAVE 

vuyuTsu ity charge of A 

V MATTERS OF STATE. /I 


“BHEEMB, NBKULB BNP SBHBPEVB BLSO 
B6REEP. VUPHISHTH/RB SB/P— 


SINCE NO U AGREE,LET 
US ARRANGE THE CORONATION 
OF PAREEKSH1T. ) WILL LEAVE 
VuytiTSLf Ity CHARGE OF A 
V MATTERS OF STATE. /I 


NUDHISHTHIRB HEBRP HIM BNP SBIP SOLEMNLY 


WE CAN ONLV 
SUBMIT TO FATE 


t TOO 

BELIEVE THAT. 


“BRJUNfi RETURNER TO HBST/NBPURB 
BNP NARRATED ALL THE EVENTS TO 


NUPH/SHTH/RB. 


"PISCARPING HiS SILKS AND JEWELS, NUPH/SHTH/RB 
PONNEP CLOTHES OF BARK. HIS BROTHERS BNP PRBUPBPI 
PIP LIKEWISE. THEN BLL THE FIVE OF THEM, ALONG WITH 
PRBUPBP/, SETOFF ON THE dOURNEN• B POG FOLLOWEP 

7HBM - t ~i -g : ' 


1298 



















































































































THE CELESTIAL REUNION 



"ARJUNA THREW AWAY HIS WEAPONS IN THE SEA 
NEARBY. NOW THE PANDAVAS TURNED WEST. 


"CROSSING RIVERS ANP PLAINS, 
THEV TRAVELLEP ACROSS THE 
COUNTRV. ARUUNA WAS STILL CARRY¬ 
ING WITH HIM HIS GANDEEVA AND 
QUIVERS.THE PANDAVAS MET AGNI 
ON THE WAV, AND HE ASKED ARdUNA 
TO GIVE AWAV THE GANPEEVA TO 
VARUNA. 



" AFTER. VISITING THE SUBMERGED CITY OF 
DWARAKA, THEY WENT TOWARDS THE 


“THEY WERE ALL WALKING UP THE MOUNTAINS AT 


A FAST PACE. ON THE WAY, THEY SAW MOUNT MERU. 
AFTER A WHILE, DRAUPAD! COULD NOT KEEP STEP 




O KING! DRAUPAPI 
HAS PONE NO WRONG 
IN HER LIFE.WHV PID 
SHE FALL POWN . 

k. now? ^yy 


T IN HER HEART OF \ 
HEARTS,SHE WAS PARTIAL 
TO ARJUNA.THIS IS THE 
RESULT OF HER A 

V FAVOURITISM. /{ 


u BHEEMA ASKED YUDHISHTHIRA — 


" YUPHISHTHIRA SAID — 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




WITHOUT PAUSING FOR A BACKWARD 


NOW TH£ THREE BROTHERS AND THE DOG CLIMBED UP 





SOON, ARJUNA COLLAPSED WITH APPARENT GRIEF. 
BHEEMA SAID — ™~-TTT- 


r ARJUNA HAS > 
NEVER TOLD ft.UE, 
NOT EVEN IN JEST. 
THEN WHY POES 
HE MEET HIS END 
V THUS ? / 


y ARJUNA HflP 
/ CLAIMED THflrr 
HE WOULD ANNI¬ 
HILATE HIS ENE/W- 
ES IN JUST ONE 
DAY. HIS BOASTING 
ABOUT HIS 
PROWESS HAS 
\ FELLED HIM. 


f NAKULA THOUGHT HE WAS 
THE BEST-LOOKING PERSON 
IN THE WORLD-IT IS HIS 
. VANITY THAT CAUSED ^ 
V HIS DOWNFALL. 


/ SAHADEVA 
THOUGHT THAT 
NO ONE WAS A5 
INTELLIGENT AS 
HE. HIS VANITY 
HAS BROUGHT 
ABOUT HIS FALL 


GLANCE, YUDHISHTHIRA MARCHED 
AHEAD. A LITTLE LATER,SAHADEVA 
FELL- 


THE MOUNTAINS ■ BUT NARULA COULD NOT ENDURE THE 
SEPARATION FROM SAHADEVA. j=- 


Z 


c HE WAS SO 
SELFLESS AND 
HELPFUL. WHY 
DID SAHADEVA 
HAVE TO FALL, 

O YUDHISHTHIRA? 


LOOK! 
NAKULA 
TOO HAS 
FALLEN. 
WHY IS 
IT SOT 


ff* 


"f 0 , 






“NONCHALANTLY YUDHISHTHIRA WALKED ON. 
BHEEMA CALLED OUT AS HE TOO FELL . 


YOU ATE TOO MUCH \ 
BHEEMA AND BOASTED 
OFTEN ABOUT YOUR 
UNMATCHED STRENGTH. 
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THE CELESTIAL REUNION 





tNDRfl SAID 


■ VOU ARE ABOUT 
TO RECEIVE HEAVENLY 
BLISS- LEAVE THIS DOG 
NOW. IT WILL NOT 8E 
MEAN TO DO SO. jl 


' COME, 
VUDHISHTHIRA, 
CLIMB ON TO MV 
CHARIOT. 


' MV LORD, MV 
BROTHERS AND WIFE 
HAVE FALLEN ON THE 
WAV-1 DO NOT WANT 
TO GO TO HEAVEN 
. WITHOUT THEM. > 


' VUVHI5H1HIRA MARCHED ON ALONE FOLLOWED BV THE 006. JUST THEN LORD /NORA ARRIVED 
WITH HIS CHARIOT. _ _ ~_ 


BUT THERE IS NO 
PLACE IN HEAVEN 
FOR DOGS.THINK 
BEFORE VOU ACT 
VUPHISHTHIRA - 
LEAVE THIS DOG. 


NO, 1 SHALL NOT 
DO SO. I SHALL 
NOT LEAVE HIM 
FOR MV SELFISH 
PLEASURES- 


' NO ONE CAN OPPOSE ^ 

DEATH. I DID NOT ABANDON ™ 
MV BROTHERS AND PRAUPAPI 
WHILE TH6V WERE ALIVE. 

BUT I COULD NOT PREVENT j 
■v THEIR DEATH. A 


VOU DID NOT HESITATE TO 
LEAVE YOUR BROTHERS ANP 
DRAUPADI when THEV 
FELL. WHV DO VOU / 
HAN KER AFTER A 


^8UT THEV HAVE 

ALREADY REACHED 
HEAVEN. VOU WILL 
MEET THEM THERE-, 


I HAVE ONE 
REQUEST, O LORD. 
THIS DOG HAS BEEN 
FAITHFUL TO ME 
ANP FOLLOWED ME 
EVERYWHERE. 
ALLOW HIM TO 
COME WITH ME. 


I WILL NOT 

ABANDON MV DEVOTEEj 
NOT EVEN FOR THE 
JOYS OF HEAVEN- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




r ONCE, EARLIER 700,1 HAP ' 
"TESTED YOU IN THE I7WHTAVANA 
FOREST?THEN TOO YOU HAP 
DISPLAYED YOUR RIGHTEOUS¬ 
NESS-YOU ALONE pESERVE 
TO ENTER HEAVEN IN YOUR y 
^ EARTHLY FORM. 


“bur THE TEMPTATIONS OF 
HEAVEN PIP NOT LUKE PT - 
’■/UPHISH7HIRA - p ' .\\\\\\\\ 

NO^NO! I WANT 

TO BE WITH 

MY BROTHERS £§|§|P * 

AND DRflUmPl,,£g§§^ CT 


i WANT TO BE \ WHY DO YOU 
WITH MV PERSIST IN 
BROTHERS, / RETAINING YOUR 
WHEREVER j EARTHLY TIES 
THEY MAY / NOW ? HOUR 
BE- >/ BROTHERS CANNOT 

__\ ACHIEVE YOUR 

V V STATUS- > 


“MAT THEN LORO PHARMA .WHO HAD BEEN TESTING 
WPHISHTH/RA IN THE GUISE OF A POG.SAIP 


/ YOUR RIGHTEOUS \ 
BEHAVIOUR AND YOUR ' 
KIND AND GENEROUS 
NATURE TOWARDS ALL 
LIVING CREATURES.MAKE 
K YOU THE GREATEST OF / 
b^. ALL KINGS. y 


BUT TO ABANDON A HELP¬ 
LESS CREATURE WHO HAS 
SOUGHT REFUGE IN YOU, 
IS A GREAT SIN. 1 WILL 
NOT LEAVE THIS fWOR 
DOG - 


“ON inpra's CHARIOT, WPHLSH- 

THIRA ROSE OF TO THE j- 

HEAVE NS ■ p ---- 

BEHOLD THESE 
NUMEROUS WORLDS 
OF THE PEVAS- FROM 
THE EARTH .THEY 
APPEAR TO BE 
TWINKLING STARS. 




* -MAHABHARATA-24 
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THE CELESTIAL REUNION 





LOOK AT THIS! THE 
WICKED PURYODHANA 
IS SEATED ON ft RES¬ 
PLENDENT THRONE, 
ENJOYING ALL HEAVENLY 
delights! i cannot 

l BEAR TO SEE THIS, f 


V PURYODHANA LIVED 
' AMD DIED LIKE A TRUE 
kshatriva.that is why 
HE DESERVED THIS 
HONOUR. FORGET ALL HIS 
v WRONG DOINGS NOW. y 


WPHISHTH/RA SAID — 


IF THIS SINFUL PURYODHANA 
IS PLACED IN HEAVEN, WHERE 
ARE MV HONEST AND BRAVE 
BROTHERS? I WANT TO MEET 
THEM AS WELL AS KUNTl AND 
KARNA- WHERE ARE SHIKHANPI, 
VIRATA, DRU PAPA, SATYA KI 
AND ABHIMANYU? 


" WHEN WEY REACHED SWARGALORA* WOH/SHTH/RA SAW 
PURTODHANA. 


“FILLED WITH RAGE ON 7.HUS SEEING 
PURYODHANA, YUPHISHTHIRA TURNED 
SACK FIND SHIP — 

THE ONE WHO IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
DEATH OF OUR PEAR 
ONES, THE ONE WHO 
CAUSED THE DESTRUCTION 
OF THE EARTH,THE ONE 
WHO DRAGGED POOR 
PRAUPAPI TO COURT, 
THAT VERY WICKED 
PURYODHANA IS HERE. 
I HAVE NO WISH TO 
BE WITH HIM. I DON’T 
EVEN WANT TO 
AT HIM. 


'NARAPA, WHO WHS AMONG THE ATTENDANT PEVAS, 
SAID WITH A LAUGH — 


"NARAPA EXPLAINED — 


♦ HEAVEN, ACCOR PI N G TO HINDU CON CE PT. 1303 








































































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


IFONLV ALL THESE 
WARRIORS ARE HERE 
IN HEAVEN WILL I CON¬ 
SENT TO STAV HERE. 

ELSE I WILL GO WHEREVER 
THEY ARE AND LIVE 
WITH THEM. 
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THE CELESTIAL REUNION 



“WDH/SHTHIRA WAS QUITE WILLING TO 60 AWAV FROM THERE, /h 
BUT 195 HE TURNED, HE HEARD HUMAN VOICES CELLING OUT g 
PITEOUSLY. 


^YOUR PRESEN 
CE IS SO SOOTH 
INS. DON’T 00 
AWAY A5 YET. 


^ 0 YUDHISH 

THIRA t HAVE 

Pity on us ! 

STAY HERE 
[k AWHILE! 


r STAY JUST 
A FEW MOMENTS 
MORE. 


"THE KIND-HEARTED WDHISHTHfRA STOOD 
STILL- ■ CBWWrtRtftWA TYWT&f WJtH Y.IH1M 


11 NO SOONER HAD HE ASKED THAN HE HEARD THE 
VOICES ANSWER ALL AT ONCE . bmmm 


^ OH,POOR 
THINGS! THEY 
SEEM TO BE 
SUFFERING 
A GREAT 
X DEAL. r 


I AM 
KARNA! 


' WHO ARE 
YOU ? WHY PO 
YOU STAY 
L HERE? 


NAKULA! 


ARdUNA 


VUDHISHTH/RA THOUGHT TO HIMSELF 


‘ALOUD, HE SAID TO THE MESSENGER- 


WHAT IS THIS IRONY OF 
FATE.HOW COULD SUCH 
GOOD PEOPLE DESERVE 
TO BE IN THIS HIDEOUS 
PLACE,WHILE THE 
L WICKED PURYODHANA 
^ REVELS IN HEAVEN? 
IS THIS JUST A 
DREAM? 


GO BACK TO WHO- > 
EVER SENT YOU.I AM 
NOT COMING WITH YOU. 

IF MY DEAR PEOPLE ARE 
HELPED BY MY PRESENCE 
I WILL STAY RIGHT HERE 


mmwM 









jg11 



v 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




f VUDHISHTHiRA,YOU N 
HAVE IN TRUTH A7TAINSP 
HEAVEN.FORGET WHAT¬ 
EVER HAPPENEP SO FAR. 
V COME WITH US. ~A 


“THE PBRKNESS P/SPEUEP WITH THEIR PtRRlVftL.BLI¬ 
THE TERRIFYING SCENES Mft&ICftUY PiSBPPEBREP. 

A COOL FRB&RftNT BREEZE SOOTHEP YUDHISHTHIRB’S 
TORMENTED SENSES- }NDRB SBIP — 


" yuphishth/rb hbp been blone for. 

OUST ft COUPLE OF MINUTES WHEN THE 
MESSENGER. RETURNED WITH IN PR ft ft HP 
THE OTHER DEVftS - 


PON’T BE ANGRY 
BECAUSE YOU HAP A 
GLIMPSE OF HELL. 

IT ALL PEPENPS 
ON YOUR ACTIONS 
ON EARTH. PIPN’T 
YOU TRICK 
PRONACHARVA'BY 
YOUR ONE LIE? 
THAT IS WHY YOU 
WERE TRICKEP 
INTO SEEING HELL 
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THE CELESTIAL REUNION 



“PHARMA, THE LORD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 
APPEARED AGAIN. I - 


" ytUDMISHTHIRA THEN BATHED IN THE CELESTIAL 
SANG A AND, ABANDONING HIS MORTAL BODS PH LAST, 
WENT TO MEET HIS KINSMEN. HE BEHELD THE 
RESPLENDENT KRISHNA WHOM AROUNA WAS 
WORSHIPPING. BEDECKED WITH A GARLAND OP 
LOTUSES, DRAUPAD! WAS RADIATING HER EXQUISITE 
BEAUTY, INPRA INTRODUCED YUDH/SHTH/RA TO THE 
DEVAS ASSEMBLED THERE, j- 


"THIS 15 THE THIRD ^ 

TIME | TESTED YOU,SON. 
BUT NOTHING COULD SWAY 
YOU FROM THE PATH OF 
v GOOD CONDUCT- , 


NOW I HAVE DESCRIBED IN DETAIL 
ALL THE EVENTS OF THE GREAT WAR 
BETWEEN THE KAURAVAS AND THE 
PANPAVAS-WHOEVER LISTENS TO 
THIS STORY DF THE MAHABHARATA 
WILL HAVE ALL HIS SINS WASHED 
AWAY, AND WILL SURELY GOTO 
THE ABODE OF VISHNU. 


THUS ENDS OUR RENDERING OF VA/SHA MPA YANA'S RECITAL OF 


VYASA’S IMMORTAL ITIHASA/THE MAHABHARATA 



ITT 

L 

1 

j 
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